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General Assembly Amendment
February Session, 2002 LCO No. 4019
*HB0525804019HDO*
Offered by:
REP. O'ROURKE, 32nd Dist. REP. FLEISCHMANN, 18th Dist.
SEN. FONFARA, 1st Dist. REP. SPALLONE, 36th Dist.
REP. HAMZY, 78t Dist. REP. BLACKWELL, 12th Dist.

SEN. RORABACK, 30th Dist.

To: Subst. House Bill No. 5258 File No. 376 Cal. No. 225

"AN ACT REQUIRING NOTIFICATION OF VOTING OR VOTING
REGISTRATION TO CONSERVATORS OF RESIDENTS IN
CERTAIN INSTITUTIONS."
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In line 16, strike "(2) an absentee ballot application; or (3)" and insert

"or (2)" in lieu thereof
After line 45, insert the following;:

"Sec. 3. Subsection (b) of section 9-19h of the general statutes, as
amended by section 6 of public act 01-26, is repealed and the following
is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective January 1, 2003):

(b) In addition to the requirements of subsection (a) of this section,
the Commissioner of Motor Vehicles, not later than January 1, 1994,
shall include an application for the admission of an elector with each
application form provided for a motor vehicle operator's license and a

motor vehicle operator's license renewal, which are issued under
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subpart (B) of part III of chapter 246, and with each application form
provided for an identity card issued under section 1-1h. Such
application form for the admission of an elector (1) shall be subject to
the approval of the Secretary of the State, (2) shall not include any
provisions for the witnessing of the application, and (3) shall contain a
statement that (A) specifies each eligibility requirement, (B) contains
an attestation that the applicant meets each such requirement, and (C)
requires the signature of the applicant under penalty of perjury. [On
and after January 1, 1994, the] The Commissioner of Motor Vehicles
shall accept [in person] any such completed application for admission

which is submitted in person or by mail. The applicant shall state on

such form, under penalty of perjury, the applicant's name, bona fide
residence address, date of birth, whether the applicant is a United
States citizen, party enrollment, if any, prior voting address, if
registered previously, and that the applicant's privileges as an elector
are not forfeited by reason of conviction of a felony. No Social Security
number on any such application form for the admission of an elector
tiled prior to January 1, 2000, may be disclosed to the public or to any
governmental agency. The commissioner shall indicate on each such
form the date of receipt of such application to ensure that any eligible
applicant is registered to vote in an election if it is received by the
Commissioner of Motor Vehicles by the last day for registration to vote

in an election. The commissioner shall provide the applicant with an

application receipt, on a form approved by the Secretary of the State

and on which the commissioner shall record the date that the

commissioner received the application, using an official date stamp

bearing the words "Department of Motor Vehicles". The commissioner

shall provide such receipt whether the application was submitted in

person or by mail. The commissioner shall forthwith transmit the

application to the registrars of voters of the applicant's town of
residence. If a registration application is accepted within five days
before the last day for registration to vote in a regular election, the
application shall be transmitted to the registrars of voters of the town
of voting residence of the applicant not later than five days after the
date of acceptance. The procedures in subsections (c), (d), (f) and (g) of
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section 9-23g, as amended by this act, which are not inconsistent with
the National Voter Registration Act of 1993, P.L. 103-31, as amended
from time to time, shall apply to applications made under this section.

The commissioner is not an admitting official and may not restore,
under the provisions of section 9-46a, electoral privileges of persons
convicted of a felony.

Sec. 4. Subsection (b) of section 9-23g of the general statutes is
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective
January 1, 2003):

(b) The Secretary of the State shall prescribe, and provide to
registrars of voters, town clerks and voter registration agencies, as
defined in section 9-23n, as amended by this act, application forms and

other materials necessary to complete such application and admission
process. The Secretary of the State, registrars of voters and town clerks
shall provide a reasonable number of such forms and materials to any
elector who requests such forms and materials. The secretary shall

also, in the course of [his] the secretary's elections duties, prepare
instructions and related materials describing procedures for such
application and admission process and shall provide the materials to
registrars of voters and town clerks. The application shall contain the

information required under section 9-23h, as amended by this act. All

statements of the applicant shall be made under the penalties of
perjury. The application for admission as an elector shall include a
statement that (1) specifies each eligibility requirement, (2) contains an
attestation that the application meets each such requirement, and (3)
requires the signature of the applicant under penalty of perjury.
Nothing in this section or section 9-23h, as amended by this act, shall

require that the application be executed in the state. An applicant who

is unable to write may cause [his] the applicant's name to be signed on

the application form by an authorized agent who shall, in the space
provided for the signature, write the name of the applicant followed
by the word "by" and [his] the agent's own signature. The completed
application may be mailed or returned in person to the office of the

registrars of voters or the office of the town clerk of the applicant's
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town of residence or a voter registration agency. If the applicant

entrusts [his] the applicant's application to another person or to such a

voter registration agency for mailing or return to the registrars of
voters, such person or agency shall immediately mail or return the

application. Any such voter registration agency shall also provide the

applicant with an application receipt, on which the agency shall record

the date that the agency received the application, using an official date

stamp bearing the name of the agency. The agency shall provide such

receipt whether the application was submitted in person or by mail.

The town clerk shall promptly forward any application which [he] the
town clerk receives to the registrars of voters. Such application form
shall be provided by or authorized by the Secretary of the State.

Sec. 5. Subsection (d) of section 9-23g of the general statutes is
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective
January 1, 2003):

(d) (1) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, the
privileges of an elector for any applicant for admission under this
section and section 9-23h, as amended by this act, shall attach

immediately upon approval by the registrar, and the registrars shall

enter the name of the elector on the registry list.

(2) Except as provided in subdivision (3) of this subsection, if a
mailed application is postmarked, or if a delivered application is
received in the office of the registrars of voters, after the fourteenth day
before an election or after the fifth day before a primary, the privileges
of an elector shall not attach until the day after such election or

primary, as the case may be.

(3) If an application is received after the fourteenth day before an
election or after the fifth day before a primary by the Commissioner of
Motor Vehicles or by a voter registration agency, the privileges of an
elector shall not attach until the day after the election or primary, as
the case may be, or on the day the registrar approves it, whichever is
later.
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(4) If on the day of an election or primary, the name of an applicant

does not appear on the official check list, such applicant may present

to the moderator at the polls either a notice of acceptance received
through the mail [to the moderator at the polls, after which] or an

application receipt that was previously provided to the applicant

pursuant to section 9-19e, subsection (b) of section 9-19h, as amended

by this act, subsection (b) of this section, as amended by this act, or

section 9-23n, as amended by this act. If an applicant presents said

notice or receipt, and either the registrars of voters find the original

application or the applicant submits a new application at the polls, the

registrar, or assistant registrar [,] upon notice to and approval by the

registrar, shall add such person's name and address to the official
check list on such day and the person shall be allowed to vote if

otherwise eligible to vote and the person presents to the checkers at the

polling place a preprinted form of identification pursuant to

subparagraph (A) of subdivision (2) of subsection (a) of section 9-261.

Sec. 6. Section 9-23n of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective January 1, 2003):

(@) As used in this section, "voter registration agency" means (1)
public assistance offices, (2) all offices in the state that provide
state-funded programs primarily engaged in providing services to
persons with disabilities, (3) libraries that are open to the public, and
(4) such other appropriate offices as the Secretary of the State shall
designate in accordance with the National Voter Registration Act of
1993, P.L. 103-31, as amended from time to time.

(b) Voter registration agencies shall (1) distribute mail voter
registration application forms, (2) assist applicants for such assistance
or services in completing voter registration application forms, except
for applicants who refuse such assistance, [and] (3) accept completed
voter registration application forms and [forthwith transmit such

forms] provide each applicant with an application receipt, on which

the agency shall record the date that the agency received the

application, using an official date stamp bearing the name of the
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agency, and (4) immediately transmit all such applications to the

registrars of voters of the town of voting residence of the applicants.

The agency shall provide such receipt whether the application was

submitted in person or by mail. If a registration application is accepted

within five days before the last day for registration to vote in a regular
election, the application shall be transmitted to the registrars of voters
of the town of voting residence of the applicant not later than five days
after the date of acceptance. The voter registration agency shall
indicate on the completed mail voter registration application form,
without indicating the identity of the voter registration agency, the
date of its acceptance by such agency, to ensure that any eligible
applicant is registered to vote in an election if it is received by the
registration agency by the last day for registration to vote in an
election. If a state-funded program primarily engaged in providing
services to persons with disabilities provides services to a person with
a disability at the person's home, the agency shall provide such voter
registration services at the person's home. The procedures in
subsections (c), (d), (f) and (g) of section 9-23g, as amended by this act,

that are not inconsistent with the National Voter Registration Act of
1993, P.L. 103-31, as amended from time to time, shall apply to
applications made under this section. Officials and employees of such
voter registration agencies are not admitting officials, as defined in
section 9-17a, and may not restore, under the provisions of section

9-46a, electoral privileges of persons convicted of a felony.

Sec. 7. Section 9-23h of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective January 1, 2003):

The application provided for in section 9-23g, as amended by this

act, shall provide spaces for the following information for each
applicant: (1) Name, (2) bona fide residence, including street number,
street address, apartment number if applicable, town and zip code, (3)
telephone number, (4) date of birth, (5) whether the applicant is
registered as an elector in any other town in the state of Connecticut or
in any other state, and if so, the applicant's last previous voting

residence, (6) whether [he] the applicant is a United States citizen, (7)
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party affiliation, if any, and (8) the applicant's signature and date of
signature. The spaces for the applicant's telephone number and party
affiliation shall indicate that such information does not have to be
provided. No Social Security number on any such form filed prior to
January 1, 2000, may be disclosed to the public or to any governmental

agency. The application shall contain a notice that if the applicant does

not receive a notice of acceptance or rejection of the application from

the office of the registrars of voters for the municipality in which the

applicant resides, the applicant should contact said office. The

application shall also contain any other information, questions or

instructions prescribed by the Secretary of the State.

Sec. 8. (NEW) (Effective January 1, 2003) (a) Not later than October
first in each year in which a state election, as defined in section 9-1 of
the general statutes, is to be held, (1) the State Elections Enforcement
Commission, in consultation with the Secretary of the State, shall
prepare a voter guide for such state election, and (2) the State Elections
Enforcement Commission shall publish such voter guide on its web

site on the Internet.
(b) The voter guide shall contain:

(1) Photographs and campaign statements submitted by candidates
who are nominated or qualify as petitioning candidates for election to
the office of President of the United States, Vice-President of the
United States, senator in Congress, representative in Congress,
Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Attorney General, State Treasurer,
State Comptroller, Secretary of the State, State Senator or State

Representative at the state election;

(2) The following three maps produced pursuant to the most recent
decennial reapportionment of General Assembly and Connecticut
congressional districts: One map showing the boundaries of state
senatorial districts, one map showing the boundaries of state house of
representatives districts, and one map showing the boundaries of state

congressional districts;
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(3) A description of each office to be filled at the state election;
(4) An absentee ballot application in printable format;

(5) Instructions regarding voting by absentee ballot;

(6) Information on the procedure for registering to vote;

(7) A voter registration application in printable format;

(8) The full text of each proposed constitutional amendment that

will appear on the ballot at the state election; and

(9) The explanatory text as to the content and purpose of each such
proposed constitutional amendment, which is prepared by the Office
of Legislative Research pursuant to section 2-30a of the general

statutes.

(c) Not later than one week after the date on which nominating
primaries are required to be held under section 9-423 of the general
statutes for offices to be filled at a state election, each candidate
described in subdivision (1) of subsection (b) of this section may file
with the State Elections Enforcement Commission one photograph of
the candidate, biographical information and a statement advocating
the candidate's candidacy. In the case of a candidate for the office of
President of the United States, Vice-President of the United States,
senator in Congress or representative in Congress, the state central
committee of the candidate's political party may file such photograph,
information and statement on behalf of the candidate. Each filing
under this subsection shall be on an electronic medium that the State
Elections Enforcement Commission shall prescribe. No candidate or
state central committee may change, add to or delete any photograph,
information or statement filed with the State Elections Enforcement
Commission under this section, unless such deletion is to effectuate a
complete withdrawal of the candidate's photograph, biographical
information and advocacy statement from the Internet voter guide for

the year in which the state election is being held.
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(d) Each such candidate shall have the equivalent of one printed
page of space in the Internet voter guide for such photograph,
biographical information and statement. Each such candidate's page
shall contain the statement, "Photograph, Information and Statement
Provided by the Candidate". Each candidate's biographical
information shall consist of not more than one hundred fifty words
and each candidate's advocacy statement shall contain not more than
two hundred fifty words. All photographs of candidates in the voter
guide shall be black and white, of uniform size as prescribed by the
State Elections Enforcement Commission, and shall have been taken

within two years of the year of the state election.

(e) The State Elections Enforcement Commission, in consultation
with the Secretary of the State, may adopt regulations, in accordance
with the provisions of chapter 54 of the general statutes, to carry out

the purposes of this section.

Sec. 9. (NEW) (Effective from passage) (a) The Secretary of the State
shall provide each municipality with sufficient quantities of a poster
size copy, at least eighteen by twenty-four inches, of a Voter's Bill of
Rights, which shall be posted conspicuously at each polling place. The
text of the Voter's Bill of Rights shall be:

"VOTER'S BILL OF RIGHTS
Every registered voter in this state has the right to:

(1) Inspect a sample ballot before voting;

(2) Receive instructions concerning how to operate voting

equipment, on sample voting equipment before voting;
(3) Cast a ballot if the voter is in line when the polls are closing;

(4) Ask for and receive assistance in voting, including assistance in

languages other than English where required by federal or state law;

(5) Vote free from coercion or intimidation by election officials or

any other person; and
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(6) Cast a ballot using voting equipment that accurately counts all

votes."

(b) In any municipality or voting district where federal or state law
requires ballots to be made available in a language or languages other
than English, the Voter’s Bill of Rights shall also be made available in

such language or languages.

(c) Sample ballots shall be made available at all polling places, and

any voter shall be permitted to inspect a sample ballot before voting.

(d) Any voter standing in line at a polling place at the time when

polls are scheduled to close shall be permitted to vote.

Sec. 10. Section 9-7b of the general statutes, as amended by section
15 of public act 01-195, is amended by adding subsection (c) as follows
(Effective from passage):

(NEW) (c) The State Elections Enforcement Commission shall
conduct an analysis of each state and municipal election and submit a
report on its findings and recommendations to the General Assembly
on or before February first following each regular election. Such
analysis shall include, but not be limited to:

(1) A survey of local election officials, including town clerks,
registrars of voters and election moderators. Such survey shall elicit
responses concerning the conduct of the election, including reported
problems or complaints, the observations of such local election
officials, the effectiveness of state laws, perceived omissions in state
laws or procedures, the adequacy of pollworker training sessions, the
effectiveness of the voting machines used and any reported problems
with such machines, whether polling places have adequate facilities for
the number of voters served and suggestions for improving the

conduct of elections;

(2) A study of the complaints received and disposed of by the

commission concerning the administration of each election, and
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302  whether state election laws and regulations were followed, and if not,

303  what sanctions were imposed; and

304 (3) A study of the problems reported to the commission that did not
305 result in a formal complaint being filed or which the commission
306 lacked the authority to address."
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